
SENSES' FIZZ
Louisville Children's Museum



SENSES'FIZZ OFFERS AN INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AS 
SPINAL COLUMN OF THE PROJECT : THE 5 SENSES, INSTRUMENTS OF THE 
PERCEPTION WHICH LINKS THE INDIVIDUAL TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD . 
THE DISCOVERY OF THE 5 SENSES IS AN ESSENTIAL STEP FOR CHILDREN'S 
LEARNING, DISCOVERING THE WORLD AROUND THEM. A SENSORY ROUTE IS 
CREATED ALONG WHICH VISITORS CAN EXPERIENCE EACH OF THEIR SENSES.

Senses'Fizz develops in its urban 
area according to the principle 
of a progress and a discovery 
on a diagonal, an urban route in 
continuity with the park, the o!  ces 
and the parking. The development 
and revaluation of various types 
of space punctuate this urban and 
architectural promenade to make this 
part of Louisville a pedestrian space. It 
is de" ned especially around walkways 
and a public square between the park, 
the o!  ces and the parking.

The plan shows two facing squares. 
The gap between these two entities 
creates an appropriable public 
space, in echo with the entrance to 
the library. It marks the entrance 
of the museum, which takes the 
visitor away from the diagonal to 
rediscover it better inside. Moreover, 
a passage that links Broadway and 
the place is created: it thus provides 
an interstice between the museum 
and the surrounding buildings, which 
makes this public space important in 
the district .

URBAN APPROACH

SENSES'FIZZ FROM THE PARK

ARCHITECTURAL INTENTIONS SIGNAL IN THE CITY THE COURSE OF 5 SENSESSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT Both di# erent entities, among which 
one marks the angle on the street, and 
the second underlines the interstice 
and the square, propose a reading 
of the museum following along a 
transverse diagonal, from Broadway 
up to the park. The lifted entity and 
the transparent half-buried " rst $ oor 
allow a dilation of the street up to the 
place. The interiority created by both 
entities allows their transition, and is 
characterized by a planted patio. 

The museum is characterized by two 
embedded volumes, one opening 
more towards the downtown in the 
South, and the other one turning 
to the city centre in the North. The 
various heights adapt themselves in 
a coherent way in the urban context, 
with a progressive gradation. The 
emergence of a volume, characterized 
by the box of the auditorium put on 
the museum, becomes a landmark 
for the coming visitors. The museum 
upholds its symbolic role thus 
conveying the wind of change.

Soft auto-free spaces and the landscape 
theme are favored by the revaluation of 
these waste lands. Buildings are made of 
wood, to use local resources and adopt a 
sustainable approach. The opening, the sense 
of direction and atriums optimize the light 
and the natural airing. Green roofs allow to 
create a thermal bu# er, favoring biodiversity 
and the exploitation use of rain waters. The 
park, which is the true green lung, has an 
educational dimension linked to the water 
according to the experience of 5 senses, by 
thanks to its primary role of retention pool 
and of the recycling of clean and rain waters. It 
includes various games of water for children, 
dams, fountains and basins.

Senses are requested through places 
punctuating the areas of exhibitions, 
since the entrance hall till the end of 
the visit. Senses that can be lived and 
received by a device of emphasis or 
of disturbance, both volumes of the 
museum are developed according 
to these space ideas. The one in 
levitation underlines disturbance by 
its lightness and its horizontality, and 
the other one anchored on the soil 
characterizes emphasis by its visual 
mass and its verticality.



HEARD : THE ECHO SMELL : THE PERFUME TASTE : TASTING TOUCH: THE CONTACT SIGHT: THE VIEWPOINTFrom the " rst $ oor, the visitor 
can get into a block with fast 
circulation, services, and a closed 
vertical volume. The echo reasons 
in this vertical box measuring all the 
height of the building, traversable 
at certain times of the route at 
the level of the entrance of the 
exhibition areas.

From the entrance hall, the visitor 
can discover a patio, which brings 
a luminous quality to all the $ oors. 
The patio is planted to o# er an 
olfactory dimension, and to allow 
to associate an image with a smell.  

Taste is associated both to the 
restaurant and the patio, but also 
to the other senses that are sight, 
smell and touch. Several cooking 
cores located inside the same space 
allow you to experience tasting 
and enable you to linger through 
di# erent atmospheres.

The course of the museum follows 
classic slopes and handrails of 
experimentation around the patio. 
This playful route is made to make 
people feel their own body, to 
handle, cross, hang on, to slip all 
along the visit.

Exhibition areas unfold all along 
the path that ends on top of the 
auditorium three-storey building, 
itself put on top of the museum.  
The auditorium has a second use, 
visitors can enjoy the view of the 
city and distant landscape from 
their seats.



MUSEUM FROM CORNER OF THIRD STREET AND BROADWAY



HI-TECH BUILDGING AND PARKING GARAGE FROM SECOND STREET



PARK OF 5 SENSES LINKING MUSEUM WITH HI-TECH BUILDGING AND PARKING GARAGE



PUBLIC SPACE MARKING THE ENTRANCE OF MUSEUM



ENTRANCE HALL



PARK PLAN



AXONOMETRIC VIEW OF ENTIRE SITE



SITE PLAN



Green roofs for recycling 
of rain waters

Auditorium o# ering the 
view on the landscape

Box of the auditorium 
and a exhibition area put 
on the museum

Solar protection on the 
facade

Wooden and steel corten 
facade, with exterior 
insulation

Secondary structure in 
balloon frame

Primary structure in    
post / beam wood 

Half-buried " rst $ oor 
allow a view through the 
entrance hall

Basement taking car 
parks and rooms of 
preservations

ORGANIZATION OF THE CONCEPTS, THE STRUCTURE AND THE ENVELOPE



FIRST FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



SECOND FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



THIRD FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



FOURTH FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



FIFTH FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



SIXTH FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



SEVENTH FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



EIGHTH FLOOR SCALE :  1/500



SECTION AA ON THE PATIO AND THE ENTRANCE HALL SCALE :  1/500



SECTION BB ON THE AUDITORIUM AND THE VERTICAL BOX OF THE HEARD SCALE :  1/500



ELEVATION EAST FROM THIRD STREET SCALE :  1/500



ELEVATION WEST FROM THE WALKWAY SCALE :  1/500



ELEVATION NORTH FROM BROADWAY SCALE :  1/500



ELEVATION SOUTH FROM THE WALKWAY AND THE LIBRARY SCALE :  1/500


